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Research nurses from the study will observe 
doctors and nurses on the ward as they prepare 
and give IV medication and collect data for the 
study. Initially, clinical staff will be monitored 
as they use current methods and then as they 
use the TouchDose app, once they have been 
adequately trained. Data from the two periods 
will be compared. If the app is found to reduce 
medication error and preparation times, we will 
continue developing the app and promote it to 
other wards.

We will record the medication given and details 
on how it was given so you may see the research 
nurse at the bedside. Information on the child 
including, age, weight, name and hospital ID 
number will also be captured. See  
http://stmarys.touchdose.uk for a full list. 

In paediatrics, intravenous (IV) medications   
need to be prepared on-demand according 
to the age and weight of the child. This is a 
complex and time-consuming process and we 
know that no matter how good the doctors 
and nurses are and how carefully they do this, 
mistakes are made. 

TouchDose is a smartphone and tablet app 
that aims to make delivering IV medication 
safer and faster. Preliminary results from a pilot 
study showed evidence for this. Importantly, 
TouchDose does not change what medication 
the child will be given, it simply aims to improve 
the giving of the medications by providing clear 
guidance to the doctors and nurses.

The aim of the TouchDose study is to investigate 
the use of the app to determine whether it 
improves safety and performance.

The information will be securely transferred and 
stored. Any analysis and public reporting will 
only use anonymized information. The name, 
hospital ID number or other personal details of 
the child will only be available to NHS medical 
staff who should have access and will be kept 
strictly confidential. Personal details are needed 
for the app to function and create personalised 
medication guidance. 

No. If you do not want us to collect your child’s 
information for the study, you can inform your 
nurse or doctor at any time and this will be 
recorded in your child’s medical notes. If the 
study information has already been collected, it 
will be identified, stored separately and securely 
and will not be used for research purposes. It 
will only be accessed by the research nurse.

The TouchDose Study What will happen?

What information is collected?

How will the information be managed?

Does my child need to be included?

Current methods include data 
tables and calculators.

A prototype of the 
TouchDose app.

The TouchDose app prints  
customised syringe labels.


